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The world’s leading superyacht authority.
Whether you wish to buy, build, sell or charter a large yacht, 
speak to Burgess – the world’s leading superyacht authority.

15

0

25

5

10

20

30

35

2012 20142013 2015 2016
*projected

12

20

33

19

18

28

16

19*

15
12

No. of Resales No. of Deliveries

The
Superyacht 
Report

T E C H N O L O G YB U Y E R

O P E R A T I O N S

F L E E T

B U S I N E S S

“There’s a lot of money involved, and  
that’s the thing – some brokers don’t  
really think about what is the right  
thing to do, they are driven by money 
rather than by the moral code of the  
industry.” 

A  M A G A Z I N E  W O R T H  R E A D I N G

D E S I G N

The inversion of 
‘form over function’.

O W N E R

We speak to an owner who has created a business 
around his fleet of charter vessels, while another 
charterer explains why he has no interest in moving 
into ownership.

Is chartering better than 
owning a superyacht?

“There is no such thing as ‘an accident’ anymore.”

Burgess CEO, 
Jonathan Beckett

The Superyacht Sailing Report
Resales v Deliveries 

2012-2016

The best speakers can cost 
hundreds of thousands of  

dollars or more per pair. Audio 
wizards Laurence Dickie and 

Didier Kwak talk to TSR about 
how they combine practical 

experience, science, intuition  
and psychoacoustics to  

create the ultimate listening 
experiences on board or at 
home. Sounds good, right?
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In an industry driven by unique tastes and 
individuality, it’s surprising to hear that even 
the most far-fetched designs may not be quite 

as original as we initially thought, with owners 
asking for similar design features. As a result, there 
are certain aspects of superyacht design that are 
prompting more frequent requests from owners 
and, therefore, becoming more of a prominent 
focus for designers. 

In particular, it seems there is a demand for 
designers to be more innovative with the layout of 
exterior spaces. “Although you would have heard it 
before, it has to be exterior space and beach clubs,” 
says James Claydon of Claydon Reeves. “It’s not just 
about putting a group of sofas around a Jacuzzi, 
it’s also about actually doing something with that 
Jacuzzi. It could be a waterfall feature or having 
a glass side, or having floors that move; it could 
be anything that isn’t just a boring open exterior 
space.” For most owners and guests, the majority of 
their time will be spent in the exterior areas of the 
yacht, so it’s important to make this space special. 

“I think we are now spending more time on 
trying to think of original ideas for outside spaces,” 
continues Claydon. “Things such as sculptural 
furniture; it’s not only about an incredible exterior 
with a flat deck where we can just nail a few sofas, 
it’s also about how to make the sofas either integrate 
with the superstructure or how to make them 
complement the yacht.”

But, according to Martin Francis, owners are 
also becoming increasingly conscious about sus- 
tainability. “Hybrid propulsion is becoming more 
prominent in the industry, although the techno- 
logy has a long way to go.” But what is driving 
this heightened demand for ecologically friendly 
yachts? Protecting the environment is a vital 
element of sustainable yachting, but are super-
yacht owners truly concerned with being as 
environmentally friendly as possible?

“They like to be seen to be green,” says Francis. 
“However, the best green thing an owner can do is 
not build a superyacht, especially with teak decks 
as it’s a non-renewable material.” This is a view that 

considers only one angle of the damage that can 
be caused by a superyacht, although Francis also 
states that these yachts provide jobs for thousands 
of people worldwide. The capital used to build or 
run a superyacht isn’t just burnt cash; it’s going 
to builders, subcontractors, paint providers and 
thousands of other companies. 

We are moving forward in terms of stylistic 
superyacht design; almost every year we see a new 
‘groundbreaking’ idea that could be the catalyst 
to the next design trend. But are owners ready for 
this shift to futuristic yacht design? Or are we still 
searching for that ‘timeless’ yacht? 

“I think, generally, the market is still cautious,” 
says Claydon. “But futuristic concepts are how the 
industry develops because suddenly the benchmark 
for what’s crazy or different has been pulled up a 
few notches from what it was before.” While there 
are some owners who want to achieve something 
different and unique, it appears, according to 
Claydon, that many others think very carefully 
about the consequences of building a yacht that is 
so far removed from anything previously seen.

Francis believes the level of risk needs to be 
considered before designers take the plunge and 
create something which is completely different. 
“When I did Enigma (ex-Eco), I didn’t get another 
enquiry for eight years after it was launched. It 
just shows that if you’re too far ahead of the curve 
it doesn’t always work,” he says. The bigger picture 
certainly needs to be considered; for example, 
when it comes to the point of sale, will the yacht 
hold its value? Francis says, “Most of the futuristic 
stuff will go out of date very quickly. It takes a long 
time to develop a design but designs can be easily 
misunderstood as to why they’re good – like A was.” 

After talking to both designers, it’s clear there 
is room to break the mould a little in the current 
climate of rather ‘safe’ design. But not all innovative 
design will be warmly welcomed as owners will 
always be cautious in their decisions, and will 
question what could happen in the future before 
distancing themselves too far from the current 
trends. GB 

B Y  G E O R G I A  B O S C A W E NBreaking
the mould

In such a diverse market, with such a broad 
spectrum of tastes and styles, it can be difficult 
to pinpoint definitive trends within the custom 

superyacht market. However, among the profusion 
of requests designers receive, a few features are 

beginning to become more prominent. We talk to 
designers James Claydon and Martin Francis to get 

their thoughts on the current marketplace.
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