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DESIGN
DEBATE

LAND-BASED 
DESIGN

With superyacht interiors increasingly taking on the guise of residential and 
commercial projects, we ask industry leaders: 

James Claydon
CLAYDON REEVES

Many of the influences that have 
come from land-based design 
arrive as a result of an owner’s 
input rather than independent 
designer trends. An owner’s 
exposure to design in their 
everyday lives dictates the 
interior feel they want on board, 
and because most owners aren’t 
from maritime backgrounds, 
this will always be weighted to 
land-based trends. Superyacht 
interior design and land-based 
interior design are closely linked, 
but in regards to absolute detail 
level, yachts are still superior. 

One of the most important 
elements of incorporating 
land-based design on board 
is being able to mitigate the 
desires of the owner with the 
reality of maritime possibility. 

For example, prolific use of 
heavy material, such as stone, 
is not uncommon in residential 
architecture, but due to the 
weight of these pieces, using 
them on board superyachts 
in large quantities can be           
less realistic.

However, in the rarefied world 
of superyachts, everything is 
possible. Rather than using thick 
marble, it is possible to use a 
3mm marble veneer against a 
honeycomb structure, thereby 
reducing weight and producing 
the same effect. These 
transferable styles can produce 
design challenges; it is through 
solving these challenges that 
the premium cost of superyachts     
is illustrated. 

Guido de Groot
GUIDO DE GROOT DESIGN

It is obvious that a lot of yacht 
interiors get their influences 
from land-based projects and 
not from the sea. And, to be 
honest, I am guilty of this as 
well. When I started designing 
yachts, I considered everything 
done before as old-fashioned 
and of an age where time 
had stood still for the past     
hundred years. 

However, after experiencing 
several sea trials on the North 
Sea in bad weather on some 
of the yachts our studio had 
designed, I started wondering 
how I’d got away with all those 

sharp corners in our interiors 
and no places to hold yourself 
while hitting another big wave. 

Truthfully, most of our luxury 
yachts are not used in rough 
seas while guests are on board. 
Yachting is about comfort and 
relaxation and not for going 
from A to B in adverse weather. 
Inventive stabilisers and gyros 
are adding to this comfort 
as well. Basically, a yacht is 
not asking for a typical old-
school yacht interior. The only 
downside I would say is that we 
are losing that romantic feeling 
of yachting more and more.




