


NO PLACE      LIKE “OM”

A feel-good yacht inspired by nature and 
the sun with space for outdoor yoga, Solis 

gives out only good vibrations.

Wo r d s  –  C e c i l e  G a u e r t 

P h o t o g r a p h y  –  T h i e r r y  A m e l l e r
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There is something utterly charming about a 
smaller family-owned shipyard, especially in the 
yachtbuilding fiefdom of The Netherlands where 
traditions run deep. Mulder Shipyard is such a 
yard. In one of its facilities, in the outskirts of 

Amsterdam, ducks waddle out of a canal when the craftsmen take 
out their box lunches on sunny days, a ritual set in motion by the 
sound of the lunchtime horn.  

Mulder, 78 years strong, is also a growing family business. 
Managing Director Dirk Mulder had the drawings for a bigger, 
modern facility on his office walls for a long while. In 2009, 
it delivered its largest custom boat to date, 78-foot Eleonore, 
inspired by classic Dutch yachts and in 2010, 92-foot Mimi 
became its flagship. Post recession, when most everyone 
battened down the hatches, Mulder decided to go ahead with  
the expansion, breaking ground on his new yard in early 2011. 
In the spring of 2013, the facility, which includes two building 
sheds and drydocks for yachts to 148 feet, was operational in 
South Holland. 

It was that mix of a family-owned business with a reputation 
for quality and a spotless new facility with efficiency built in that, 
in part, earned Mulder the contract to build its largest vessel to 
date, the 112-foot, 315-gross-ton Solis. 

The yacht’s owners, siblings, asked their broker for 
recommendations on where to build their boat. Keen on quality, 
they already had decided to build in Northern Europe. William 
Molloy, International Yacht Register (IYR) broker, and Stephen 
White, project manager and IYR CEO, visited several yards on 
behalf of their clients. Ultimately, Mulder came out ahead thanks 
to its set up and ability to match an aggressive delivery schedule. 

“What already made a big difference was that our yard is 
brand-new. They could see we have invested and that we 
had confidence in the future. We made the right decision (by 
expanding),” says Mulder. “In the end, [the client’s] was a decision 
based on quality, price and delivery time.”

“We were very impressed straight away with the yard,” says 
Molloy. “They do their own wood and steel work, and the way 
they do it [shows] plain Dutch efficiency.”

The owners liked the work of yacht designers Claydon Reeves. 
James Claydon and Mike Reeves, who established their company 
in 2010, have years of experience between them. They came up 
with the design for an unconventional-looking full-displacement 
yacht with a raised pilothouse and near plumb bow that 
combines a modern edge with classic details. The boat eventually 
grew by a few meters, as projects tend to do when it comes to 
accommodating all that’s desired.

By the Monaco Yacht Show in fall 2013, the clients were on 
board with the design and the yard but wanted to take delivery 
by summer 2015. Before the contract was finalized in November 
2013, Molloy says Mulder went ahead and ordered the steel 
hull and aluminum superstructure. Mulder subcontracts hulls 

and superstructures to other Dutch yards but does 
everything else in-house, from the metal work, 
polished to a jewel-like finish, to the impeccable 
joinery. A full floor is dedicated to woodwork and  
the interior is built outside of the hull.

The joining of Solis’ hull and superstructure in 
July 2014 was cause for celebration, and the Mulder 
craftsmen marked the occasion with a barbecue. 
The yard’s family feel meshed well with the owners’ 

philosophy. Their goal was to build a harmonious, modern and 
human-size family yacht.

I did not have all the background when I stepped aboard the 
vessel during the Monaco Yacht Show last fall, eager to see 
Mulder’s biggest production to date and the first boat that design 
team Claydon Reeves was able to show. (The firm never had a 
chance to show its previous yacht for a Middle Eastern client.) 

She was docked stern-to, revealing a handsome transom of 
cascading stairs that elegantly conceal the lazarette. An empty 
slip to her starboard side allowed opening the fold-down balcony 
at the salon level, revealing one of her great attributes. 

Light-filled, thanks to large windows and strategically placed 
skylights, the interior reminded me of the best European spas, 
with lots of wood and natural stones. After the heat and crowds 
on the dock, Solis and her honey-toned palette and soft, sound-

Clearly details matter on Solis, 
from the acrylic stern enclosure 
that tops the sculptural and 
flowing transom to a section of the 
Jacuzzi on the sun deck (right) that 
lifts to form a bar (below).

The owners conceived Solis (sunlight  
in Latin) as the “anti-megayacht.” 
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absorbing carpets beneath high ceilings, offered a peaceful 
retreat that proved hard to leave. 

Walking through the vessel, from the aft deck to the salon/
dining area and forward to one of two VIP cabins, and down to 
the lower-deck cabins, it occurred to me there were few angles 
on the yacht and no loud colors. Eventually, impeccably realized 
details emerged, such as stitched leather louvers and lighting 
placed just so to emphasize architectural features. Pictures of 
animals, plants and a delightful portrait of an unadorned Brigitte 
Bardot are the only ornaments against a seductively simple 
background. One of the siblings was tasked to choose the art. 

“I wanted to find pieces that were harmonious but from 
different disciplines, some photos, some commissioned 
pieces. They echo the feel and the colors on the boat and her 
environment but they are also playful. For instance, in one of 
the cabins, there is a fun photo of dogs swimming. The children 
will like it but it’s also meant to remind adults to keep a childlike 
wonder,” she says. 

As for the picture of Bardot, she says, “I always liked this 
image. Brigitte Bardot, like us, has great empathy for nature  
and animals. She is also playful in this photo and emerging  
from a boat. I thought it was perfect and I was happy that my 
siblings agreed.”

Later on, when I read the brief that led to this design, I  
realized how well Claydon Reeves had translated the desires  
of the owners, who conceived Solis (sunlight in Latin) as the  
“anti-megayacht.” In some ways, it feels more like the interior  
of a sailing yacht than a conventional motor yacht.

“[Solis] is a human boating experience,” says Molloy. Key  
words are “leisure, respect for nature, well-being, luxury  
without ostentation.”
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The sun and sea are never far away 
in this bright interior, where a 
school of fish even swims in the 
guest corridor (above).

The main aft deck can be  
used for sun lounging,  
as shown here, or dining  
(opposite, center left). 
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lovely pantry [on the port side],” says Reeves. There’s also a hidden 
doorway in the bridge that allows passing to the crew area. 

While powered by conventional means (diesel engines versus 
hybrid), Solis’ engineering is consistent with the overall theme with 
two moderately powered Caterpillar C18s whose compact footprint 
also favored dedicating more space to the accommodations. 
“We wanted a boat that is stable, comfortable and that would not 
pollute too much. We chose stability and comfort over speed,” the 
owners say. The displacement yacht with naval architecture by 
Van Oossanen has a top speed of 13 knots and transatlantic range. 
Accordingly, the owners are planning for trips to diverse locations, 
from the Mediterranean to the Caribbean to the Norwegian fjords. 
In the Caribbean, they are thinking of sharing their yacht with 
others and are considering a charter program.

“Solis was a successful project that it has been a pleasure to be 
associated with,” says White. Since Solis, Mulder is again working 
with Claydon Reeves on a second and larger yacht. It seems that 
Solis has produced good vibrations indeed.  

Our boat has been 
thought of as a source of 
energy, joy, balance and 

unity for all her guests.

Since inception, Claydon Reeves has produced 
compelling sailing and motor yacht concepts 
featuring sculptural shapes occasionally 
inspired by their background in automotive 
design. The firm also designs custom 
furniture. The designers approach their 
work from an architectural point of view 
and find inspiration in natural forms, 
which is evident on this yacht, even if Solis 
closely mirrors the clients’ wishes, down 
to the ripples in the carpet or the stools 
at the bar, one for each of the owners. The 
family was intimately involved in the design, 
entrusting White with all technical aspects. 

“Our boat has been thought of as a source of 
energy, joy, balance and unity for all her guests,” say 
the owners. “It is meant to be a bridge between water and 
sky, the elements, the inside and the outside. Indeed everything 
is inter-correlated. Therefore, all circulations have been thought 
of flowing like water and make you feel relaxed and at home. All 
Solis’ shapes have been inspired by forms found in nature.”

Instead of using a plethora of materials, the designers used  
oak primarily, treating it with different finishes and using the 
grain in various directions for subtle contrast. The furniture 
pieces, like the corridors themselves, are curved. The coffee 
tables are abstract shapes inspired by marine forms. The beds 
are devoid of sharp angles. The colors of the fabrics, paints and 
marbles are that of the sand and water. On the lower deck, murals 
in bronze and layers of resin convey the feeling a diver has when 
swimming in the midst of a school of fish.

Just as subtle as the design details are the practical solutions 
the designers adopted to make spaces versatile on a modestly 
sized yacht. On the top deck, which is split into two distinct 
areas, the Jacuzzi has a built-in step that can raise to create a bar. 
Below the steps leading to the second half of the shaded deck is a 
running machine hidden beneath the floorboards, and the stools 
are removable to make space for yoga sessions. 

The aft deck below is another flexible space. “The sofas here 
convert into a large sun lounger creating a split-level external 
beach club with direct contact with the sea. Large terrace doors 
connect the space with the interior and effectively create one 
large sea lounge,” says Reeves.

Practicality is built right in with the raised pilothouse design. 
The crew of up to seven enjoys nice quarters with an ample mess 
and cabins built to the new LY3’s roomy standards. “The crew 
spends more time on board than we do, so we wanted them to  
be comfortable,” say the owners. 

The designers worked on 15 different iterations of the crew 
area to maximize their space, says Reeves. The crew can circulate 
quickly and discreetly through a corridor that runs alongside 
and beneath the bridge on the port side. On the starboard side, 
the corridor has an unusually high ceiling, a very attractive 
feature that adds to the sense of ease and brings in more light. 
Visible from this main-deck corridor, the bridge itself has an 
inviting sofa for guests to partake in navigation. The extra height 
it provides has further benefits. “We were able to give the crew a 

Harmonious and nature-inspired, the décor of the 
guest suites all but guarantees a good night’s 

sleep; star-gazers will especially enjoy  
the on-deck suite (above).
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S P E C S

Solis – Mulder Shipyard

LOA: 111' 5" (34m)

LWL: 107' 9" (32.9m) 

Beam: 26' 2" (8m)

Draft: 6' 9" (2.1m)

Displacement: 320 tonnes

Gross tonnage: 315 GT 
   

Generators: 2 x 63kW Cummins 
Onan MDDCG

Stabilizers: Naiad zero-speed fins

Freshwater capacity:   
2,132 U.S. gallons

Tender: Williams Dieseljet 565

Owner and guests: 8

Builder/year:  
Mulder Shipyard/2015  
Zoeterwoude-Rijndijk, 
The Netherlands 
t: +31 (0) 71 561 23 25 
e: info@muldershipyard.nl 
w: www.jachtwerfmulder.nl 

Power:    
2 x 670-hp Caterpillar C18  

Speed (max/cruise):   
13.5/12 knots 

Range: 4,000 nm @ 10 knots

Fuel capacity:  
9,511 U.S. gallons

Crew: 7

Construction: Steel, aluminum

Classification: RINA LY3, 
unrestricted range/MCA

Naval architecture:  
Van Oossanen Naval Architects

Exterior and interior design: 
Claydon Reeves 

50ft

0ft

25ft

S u n  d e c k M a i n  d e c k L o w e r  d e c k

Service please:  
A pantry in the crew 
lobby eases service 

from the lower-
deck galley to the 

dining salon.
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Comfort counts:  
The owners 

wanted the crew 
to be at ease so 

the designers 
maximized the 

crew area’s 
footprint.

Go with the flow: 
Rounded shapes 

and curved 
pathways gently 

guide guests 
throughout  
the yacht.

Sight unseen:  
The tender is 

concealed in a 
garage accessed 
via the elegant 
transom door.

Stay fit:  
Beneath the 

floorboards on 
the top deck is 
a well-hidden 

running machine.

Sleeping 
arrangements:  

The large master 
belowdecks is 
rivaled by the 

main-deck suite 
with skylight.
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