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CLAYDON REEVES
Claydon Reeves was set up in 
2010 by James Claydon and 
Mike Reeves. The creative studio 
they have built shares the goal 
of delivering distinctive and 
unique designs through a client 
driven process. In the course of 
their careers the team has been 
involved in the design and build of a 
multitude of yachts between 40 and 
100m at many of the world’s premier 
shipyards.   

The designers have experience 
across a range of disciplines, from 
luxury interior and furniture design 
to automotive and yacht design. 
The founding members began their 
careers in the automotive arena and 
share a passion for understanding 
how things work.  

This translates into designs that 
creatively and intelligently fuse style 
with the fundamentally practical.  

The client is the catalyst for every 
project. Their wishes and visions 
are the basis of the creative 
process and design development. 
The relationship between client 
and studio has a huge impact on 
the project—building a yacht is 
the beginning of a journey, an 
unforgettable experience for all 
parties involved and one that should 
be enjoyable. 

“We translate our fascination of 
the designed world into elegant 
yacht exteriors with strong 
flowing lines. Although our 
passion is for pure and simple, 
we’re not afraid to challenge 
the staid and ordinary by 
introducing automotive and 
sculptural design elements. 
Our details are considered and 
practical; never gimmicky or 
overtly ornate.”

—Mike Reeves
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List of core services 
• Exterior design

• Interior design

• Furniture design

What we offer: 
We design fresh and exciting yacht 
exteriors and interiors to challenge 
the industry standard, focussing on 
unique designs, providing tailored 
and flexible design services to an 
international clientele who demand 
yachts that will endure far into the 
future.   
Our exteriors take influence from a 
multitude of sources, but each design 
can be distilled to a single originating 
idea. Simplicity is key to creating a 
vessel with lasting appeal. 

When approaching the interior 
design we concentrate entirely on 
the demands of our clients. Our 
skill set enables us to tailor each 
project precisely to their needs, 
subtly weaving style references into 
the detailing. We aim to integrate 
innovative interiors with the exterior 
architecture to successfully maintain  
harmony and balance throughout.

James Claydon

Mike Reeves

Anna Alexandrova

Lucy Williamson
Chris Poole
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CLAYDON REEVES

SOLIS 
LOA: 34m

Shipyard: Mulder Shipyard

Year of delivery: 2015 

Gross tonnage: 315

Key design features: 
The 34m combines contemporary style 
with classic details. Our clients specified 
that they wanted a yacht where interior and 
exterior spaces work together seamlessly in 
design language and circulation, reflecting 
the surrounding seascapes. It enjoys many 
details usually only associated with far 
larger yachts, in both features and design. 

BUILTBUILT 
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CONCEPT
CASPIAN 
LOA: 70m 

Vessel type: Full displacement motoryacht

Number of decks: Five

Key design features: 

Caspian combines a conventional and intuitive interior layout with 
a bold and confident profile. The exterior form showcases many of 
the signature Claydon Reeves exterior styling cues. The lines are 
taut and clean with intriguing highlights and shadows cast within 
her concave surfaces. 

COSMOS 
LOA: 70m 

Vessel type: Explorer motoryacht

Number of decks: Six

Key design features: 

Cosmos has a drive-in stern dock for a 37ft limousine tender and 
room for another two 30ft ribs and three jetskis. The helicopter 
pad means guests arrive stylishly and enjoy the highest levels of 
luxury for truly sumptuous explorations. The huge internal spaces 
maximise the impact of fascinating outside landscapes. 

EXO  
LOA: 45m

Vessel type: Fast cruising sloop

Number of decks: Two

Key design features: 
Having far larger hull-windows challenges the technical package of 
our sailing yacht concept, prompting a combination construction 
method. The main load bearing elements are constructed from 
a carbon monocoque space frame, much like that of a modern 
motorbike frame, whilst the hull would be developed using lighter 
construction methods. 

CINQUANTASETTE  
LOA: 57m 

Vessel type: Full displacement motoryacht

Number of decks: Five

Key design features: 
A collaboration with the Italian yard Benetti for a 57m motoryacht. 
Key design features include a double-height atrium with panoramic 
windows, an aft glass walled swimming pool and a chef’s table 
adjoining the galley, which is a unique feature of the interior. The 
vessel sleeps 10 guests in five cabins. 
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CLAYDON REEVES

CHUAN 
LOA: 59m 

Vessel type: Extreme semi-swath catamaran

Number of decks: Four

Key design features: 

The design is anchored in Asian architecture and traditions without 
generic western mis-interpretation. The layout can be adjusted to 
function either as an impressive social space or a more intimate 
family based environment with a spacious full beam master cabin 
forward on the main deck. 

CR 41 
LOA: 41m 

Vessel type: Full displacement motoryacht

Number of decks: Four

Key design features: 

We set out to give this compact vessel a big yacht feel, 
incorporating features usually associated with far larger yachts. 
Generous guest spaces, discreet crew circulation and a tender 
garage with full headroom that doubles as a beach club when the 
5.5m tender is deployed, all enhance the yachts functionality. 

AEROBOAT 
LOA: 14.6m 

Vessel type: Fast planing dayboat

Number of decks: One

Key design features: 

Inspired by the graceful lines of the Spitfire combined with modern 
automotive detailing. Clues to this inspiration can be seen in the 
design of the stern, echoing the wing’s trailing edge, the sweeping 
tail, and authentic air intake scoop. Despite retro influences this is 
still a distinctly contemporary yacht. 

METEORA 
LOA: 59m 

Vessel type: Full displacement motoryacht

Number of decks: Five

Key design features: 

Influenced by automotive design and American muscle cars. We 
have tried to distill the elements of design that signify “muscle 
car” and apply the underlying philosophy to our design. We have 
treated the external hull and superstructure with a taut and sinuous 
surfacing language, as if stretched over a muscular frame. 
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PERSONALITY

Q: How did you become a 
superyacht designer and what 
or who inspired you into the 
industry?  
As a child I was interested in anything 
mechanical—cars, boats, planes ... I 
bought my first premium boat magazine in 
1989—this opened my eyes to an amazing 
new world. Fast-forward 10 years to 
university, and despite my initial intention 
of becoming a car designer I realised 
the constant excitement of 60 fellow car 
enthusiasts diluted my desire to draw 
cars professionally. I changed direction 
and from my second year onwards I 
concentrated solely on boats. 
Early inspiration was always the Oceanfast 
designs of Jon Bannenberg like 
Antipodean, Southern Cross III and Coral 
Island. Thunder A, from 1998, remains my 
favourite yacht.

Answer by James Claydon.  

Q: How do you go about 
understanding a client and 
their wishes for a project?  
It seems obvious but the only way to fully 
understand the wishes and needs of a 
client is to spend time with them. To create 
a yacht for a client you must find out who 
they are and what their unique philosophy 
is so that you can mirror this in the final 
design.
Whilst awareness of the client’s home 
décor or the style of their current boat 
is invaluable, it is only when you can 
discuss specifics in person that you really 
understand the finer details required to 
deliver a design that truly satisfies all    
their requirements. 

Q: Of the projects you’ve 
worked on, which was your 
most challenging and why?  
Each project inevitably comes with its own 
set of challenges. This can be working to 
refine intricate furniture design requests, 
optimising the accommodation from a hull 
form, designing a space for an on board 
pet, right down to the creation of a logo 
that will work successfully on the exterior 
of the yacht as well as on tableware, 
uniforms and stationery.  
I think the sense of reward you get when 
these challenges have been solved is the 
reason most designers get out of bed  
each morning. 
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Claydon Reeves  

What we would design for ourselves. 




